Tennessee Freshwater Mollusk Strategic Plan

Dear Stakeholder,

Are water quality and freshwater fauna important to you? Have you ever
wanted to learn more about what lives in our rivers and streams and how
we can help keep them healthy? Do you use our shared freshwater
resources in your work or recreation? If so, we invite you to attend a
public meeting on March 4th at Henry Horton State Park.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service and the Tennessee Wildlife Resources
Agency have come together with several stakeholder groups including The
Nature Conservancy, the US Army Corps of Engineers, the Tennessee Valley Authority, the National Park Service, and the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation in an effort to create a Tennessee Freshwater Mollusk Strategic Plan. The vision of the Tennessee Freshwater Mollusk Strategic Plan is to conserve Tennessee's outstanding freshwater mollusk fauna and ensure its ecological function in
perpetuity. The specific goals of the Strategic Plan follow.

1. Identify and protect high quality freshwater mussel and snail habitat.

2. Identify and prioritize historic mollusk habitats in need of
restoration.

3. Facilitate responsible and coordinated reintroduction, augmentation
and propagation efforts and support the state and regional facilities
needed to achieve these activities.

4. Maximize efficiency of and increase capacity for freshwater mollusk
recovery and restoration.

5. Foster partnerships that support the conservation and stewardship of
native mollusks in Tennessee among State agencies, Federal agencies, and the public

We would like to invite you to attend a public meeting from 6:30 to 8:00 on March 4th at Henry Horton State Park in Chapel Hill, TN. During the meeting we will discuss in more detail the purpose of the plan and the expected outcomes of the planning process. There will also be time for discussion and questions.

Please join us for this important effort and feel free to share the
information about this public meeting with people who may be interested.


If you have questions, or would like to know more about the public
meeting, please contact me at the information below.

Sincerely,

Katherine G. Medlock
Conservation Strategies Manager
401 Henley St.
2nd Floor, Suite 2
Knoxville, TN 37902
(865) 546-5998 (Phone)
(865) 546-5007 (Fax)
The Nature Conservancy
www.nature.org
